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Located in Tampa’s historic Ybor City 
neighborhood, the J.C. Newman Cigar 
Factory, known for its iconic clock tower 
“El Reloj,” has been a local landmark since 
1910. The multi-phase renovation preserved 
its historic identity while updating and 
modernizing the 113-year-old building. The 
project created space for a re-established 
Tampa-based cigar hand rolling operation, 
reimagining the company’s identity and 
showcasing its architectural language. This 
transformation not only revitalized an aging 
structure but also exemplifies the power of 
architecture to shape progress. The jury said 
although the building has been changed, it 
keeps its essence. They noted that through 
the preservation the building has acquired 
new life, even though the context around it 
has changed, it has responded to these new 
needs, setting a standard for future buildings 
surviving in this historic area.
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The Medical Arts Building, designed by 
architect Joseph O’Kelly in 1940, exemplifies 
Colonial Spanish Revival Style. Despite its 
historical significance, it fell into disrepair. 
The restoration addressed challenges 
like weathered ornamentation, corroded 
doors and modern codes. New egress stairs 
were added, and underutilized spaces were 
transformed into garden terraces with ocean 
views. This endeavor preserves history 
while adapting for the 21st century. The 
jury said the historic preservation was very 
successful , adding, “We should learn how 
to preserve, and use this as a good example. 
The building is attractive again, enough to 
gather people and their nostalgia, and to 
bring back people’s collective memories of 
glorious times in the past.”
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