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It 's  h a rd to  be lie ve  wh e n  lo o k in g  a t it ,  bu t th e  u n de rlyin g  s tru c tu re  o f th e  s tr ik in g
GE LM An n e x a t th e  Gu a rde ría  E c o ló g ic a  La  Min a  in  Co ro za l,  P u e rto  R ic o ,  h a d be e n
de s e rte d fo r  o ve r 2 0  ye a rs .  B u t th a t wa s  be fo re  D ía z  P a u n e t t o  A r q u it e c t o s  we re
c o mmis s io n e d to  tra n s fo rm it  in to  a  mu ltipu rpo s e  me e tin g  a n d te a c h e r tra in in g
s pa c e  a n d s to ra g e  a re a  fo r  th e  s c h o o l.  To  ma k e  th e  tra n s fo rma tio n  e ve n  mo re
re ma rka ble ,  th e  firm o n ly h a d a  s ix-mo n th  tu rn a ro u n d time  o n  th e  pro je c t.

Th e  An n e x re fit  wa s  th e  s e c o n d c o mmis s io n  Día z P a u n e tto  h a d re c e ive d fro m th e
s c h o o l,  h a vin g  p r e vio u s ly  r e m o d e le d  c la s s r o o m s  a n d th e  pla yg ro u n d s pa c e .
Th e  Gu a rde ría  s e rve s  a s  a  He a d S ta rt  a n d E a r ly  H e a d  S t a r t  s c h o o l o f th e  P u e rto
R ic a n  Fa mily In s titu te .  Th e  de re lic t  bu ild in g  wa s  typic a l o f th e  pre de s ig n e d c o n c re te
mo du le s  u s e d by th e  De pa rtme n t o f E du c a tio n  fo r  s c h o o l e xpa n s io n s  in  P u e rto  R ic o
s in c e  the  1 9 6 0 s .  Wh ile  is  wa s  c e rta in ly te mptin g  to  de mo lis h  th e  s tru c tu re  a n d s ta rt
o ve r,  th e  Gu a rde ría  is  a n  e c o lo g ic a l  p r e s c h o o l ,  s o  it  wa s  de c ide d th a t th e  bu ild in g ’ s
fo o tprin t wa s  to  re ma in  u n c h a n g e d.

R E L A T E D  |  F e a tu r e s  o f  G r e a t  G r e e n  P u b lic  S c h o o ls  +  F in d  a  G r e e n
S c h o o l N e a r  Y o u

Wh e n  it  c a me  to  de s ig n  c o n s ide ra tio n s ,  it  wa s  c le a r  th a t th e  s e c o n d flo o r o f th e  An n e x
o ffe re d th e  po te n tia l fo r  a  vie w o ve r th e  e xis tin g  da yc a re  a n d p la y g r o u n d  s p a c e .  Día z
P a u n e tto  u s e d a  c o n c re te  ro o f s la b to  e xte n d u po n  th e  e xis tin g  s ta irs  a n d
pro vide  a  s h e lte r  fro m ra in  a n d s u n  u n de rn e a th .  Th e y a ls o  de s ig n e d a  g la s s  pro je c tio n
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L o s t  y o u r  p a s s w o r d ?

C U R R E N T  U S E R S  L O G IN

L e t ' s  m a k e  s u r e  y o u ' r e  a  r e a l  p e r s o n :

f a c e b o o k  t h is e m a i l p r in t  0

fro m th e  bu ild in g ,  wh ic h  c o n n e c ts  th e  in te rio r  s pa c e  with  th e  s u r r o u n d in g
ve g e t a t io n  a n d th e  pla yg ro u n d a re a .

Ha rmo n izin g  th e  e xte rio r  o f th e  s tru c tu re  with  th e  re s t o f th e  brig h t a n d e n g a g in g
s c h o o l e n viro n me n t s e e me d n e xt to  impo s s ible ,  s o  th e  a rc h ite c ts  de c ide d to  c la d  t h e
b u i ld in g  in  lo n g -la s tin g  a n d lo w-ma in te n a n c e  c o rte n  s te e l.  Th is  wa s  la s e r  c u t with  a
pa tte rn  e vo k in g  th e  a dja c e n t s ta n ds  o f  b a m b o o .  Co lo re d g la s s  wa s  a ls o  in c o rpo ra te d
in to  th e  s te e l s c re e n  in  re fe re n ce  to  th e  c o lo rs  u s e d in  th e  o th e r s c h o o l bu ild in g s  a n d
a llo ws  a  s tu n n in g  pa tte rn  o f filte re d,  c o lo re d lig h t in to  th e  a n n e x in te rio r .  Th e  bu ild in g
n o w s e rve s  a s  a  mu ltipu rpo s e  ro o m fo r pa re n t me e tin g s ,  s e min a rs  a n d te a c h e r
tra in in g  s e s s io n s ,  a mo n g  o th e r u s e s ,  a n d th e  firs t  flo o r pro vide s  e s s e n tia l s to ra g e
s pa c e .

Th e  firm s a ys  o f th e  in s pir in g  tra n s fo rma tio n :  “ Th is  pro je c t a s pire s  to  be  a n  e xa mple  o f
h o w th e  re c yc lin g  o f e xis tin g  s tru c tu re s  c a n  po te n tia lly s e rve  a s  a  ve h ic le  fo r  a
s u s t a in a b le  d e ve lo p m e n t  o f o u r bu ilt  e n viro n me n t.  Th e  c h a lle n g e s  o f de mo n s tra tin g
h o w a da ptive  re u s e  c o u ld  be  s e e n  a s  a  n e w mo de l fo r  re de ve lo pme n t wa s  in te rtwin e d
with  th e  c h a lle n g e s  o f a  de s ig n e r a ls o  wo rk in g  a s  th e  b u i ld e r  w it h  a n  e x t r e m e ly
l im it e d  b u d g e t  a n d time  fo r  th e  e xe c u tio n  o f th is  pro je c t. ”

R E L A T E D  | D e s ig n e r s  B r e a th e  N e w  L if e  in to  a n  O ld  S c h o o l L ib r a r y  in
L o s  A n g e le s ,  R e v ita liz in g  a n  In c r e a s in g ly  O b s o le te  S p a c e

+  D ía z  P a u n e t t o  A r q u it e c t o s

via  W e b  U r b a n is t

Ph o to s  by  D ía z  P a u n e t t o  A r q u it e c t o s  a n d via  F l ic k r

Twe e tE ma il P ro je c t FR OG,  a  ba y a re a  s ta rtu p,  h a s  be e n  a c h ie vin g  s o me
a ma zin g  n u mbe rs  with  its  e n viro n me n ta lly fr ie n dly mo du la r  c la s s ro o ms .  A
two  millio n  do lla r  bu dg e t g o t Wa tk in s o n
M E T I S c h o o l in  B a n g la d e s h ,  S u s t a in a b ly  H a n d -B u ilt  b y  L o c a ls
Twe e tE ma il Th e y s a y it  ta k e s  a  villa g e  to  ra is e  a  c h ild ;  a n d wh e n  th e  wh o le
villa g e  ( a n d a  te a m o f s k ille d  a rc h ite c ts )  c h ips  in ,  th e  re s u lt
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L e a v e  a  C o m m e n t

P le a s e  k e e p yo u r c o mme n ts  re le va n t to  th is  blo g  e n try.  E m a i l  a d d r e s s e s  a r e  n e ve r
d is p la y e d ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  r e q u ir e d  t o  c o n f i r m  y o u r  c o m m e n t s .

P le a s e  n o te  th a t g ra tu ito u s  lin k s  to  yo u r s ite  a re  vie we d a s  s pa m a n d ma y re s u lt  in
re mo ve d c o mme n ts .

Add yo u r c o mme n ts

Twitter userna m e -  to use y our Twitter a v a ta r ( optiona l) :  

RESOURCES

 
Entries (RSS)
Comments (RSS)

©  In h a bito ts . c o m 2 0 1 4  |  Abo u t In h a bito ts  |  Co n ta c t Us  |  Adve rtis in g  with  In h a bito ts  |  Te rms  Of Us e  |  P r iva c y P o lic y |  In h a bita t,  LLC

http://www.inhabitots.com/schools-swap-blacktop-for-natural-settings-to-immerse-children-living-environments-during-recess/
http://www.inhabitots.com/architects-design-a-parking-garage-that-will-double-as-a-playground-in-copenhagen/
http://www.inhabitots.com/index.php?s=bamboo
http://www.inhabitots.com/croatian-elementary-school-hopes-to-become-the-first-energy-independent-school-in-the-world/
http://www.inhabitots.com/documentary-building-hope-details-the-inspiring-journey-to-construct-a-high-school-in-kenya/
http://www.inhabitots.com/designers-breathe-new-life-into-an-old-school-library-in-los-angeles-revitalizing-the-increasingly-obsolete-space/
http://www.diazpaunetto.com/projects/gelm-annex.html
http://weburbanist.com/2014/10/09/deserted-for-decades-derelict-old-building-houses-new-school/
http://www.diazpaunetto.com/projects/gelm-annex.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/122704108@N03/with/14220747867/
http://www.inhabitots.com/this-stunning-refit-of-a-derelict-school-building-in-puerto-rico-was-inspired-by-the-surrounding-bamboo-forest/gelm-annex-4/
http://www.inhabitots.com/this-stunning-refit-of-a-derelict-school-building-in-puerto-rico-was-inspired-by-the-surrounding-bamboo-forest/gelm-annex-9/
http://www.inhabitots.com/this-stunning-refit-of-a-derelict-school-building-in-puerto-rico-was-inspired-by-the-surrounding-bamboo-forest/gelm-annex-3/
http://www.inhabitots.com/this-stunning-refit-of-a-derelict-school-building-in-puerto-rico-was-inspired-by-the-surrounding-bamboo-forest/gelm-annex-1/
http://www.inhabitots.com/this-stunning-refit-of-a-derelict-school-building-in-puerto-rico-was-inspired-by-the-surrounding-bamboo-forest/gelm-annex-5/
http://www.inhabitots.com/this-stunning-refit-of-a-derelict-school-building-in-puerto-rico-was-inspired-by-the-surrounding-bamboo-forest/gelm-annex-6/
http://www.inhabitots.com/this-stunning-refit-of-a-derelict-school-building-in-puerto-rico-was-inspired-by-the-surrounding-bamboo-forest/gelm-annex-2/
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.inhabitots.com/this-stunning-refit-of-a-derelict-school-building-in-puerto-rico-was-inspired-by-the-surrounding-bamboo-forest/&t=This Stunning Refit of a Derelict School Building in Puerto Rico Was Inspired by the Surrounding Bamboo Forest
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://www.inhabitots.com/this-stunning-refit-of-a-derelict-school-building-in-puerto-rico-was-inspired-by-the-surrounding-bamboo-forest/&t=This Stunning Refit of a Derelict School Building in Puerto Rico Was Inspired by the Surrounding Bamboo Forest
http://www.inhabitots.com/this-stunning-refit-of-a-derelict-school-building-in-puerto-rico-was-inspired-by-the-surrounding-bamboo-forest/email
http://www.inhabitots.com/this-stunning-refit-of-a-derelict-school-building-in-puerto-rico-was-inspired-by-the-surrounding-bamboo-forest/email
http://www.inhabitots.com/this-stunning-refit-of-a-derelict-school-building-in-puerto-rico-was-inspired-by-the-surrounding-bamboo-forest/print/
http://www.inhabitots.com/this-stunning-refit-of-a-derelict-school-building-in-puerto-rico-was-inspired-by-the-surrounding-bamboo-forest/print/
http://www.inhabitots.com/architects-design-a-parking-garage-that-will-double-as-a-playground-in-copenhagen/
http://www.inhabitots.com/architects-design-a-parking-garage-that-will-double-as-a-playground-in-copenhagen/
http://www.inhabitots.com/project-frog%e2%80%99s-eco-friendly-modular-classrooms-score-big-with-teachers-and-kids/
http://www.inhabitots.com/project-frog%e2%80%99s-eco-friendly-modular-classrooms-score-big-with-teachers-and-kids/
http://www.inhabitots.com/the-meti-hand-built-school-in-bangladesh/
http://www.inhabitots.com/the-meti-hand-built-school-in-bangladesh/
http://www.inhabitots.com/wp-login.php?action=lostpassword
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0316778095?ie=UTF8&tag=inhabitat03-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0316778095
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0071381392?ie=UTF8&tag=inhabitat03-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0071381392
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0013LL2XY?ie=UTF8&tag=inhabitat03-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B0013LL2XY
feed:http://inhabitots.com/feed/
feed:http://inhabitots.com/comments/feed/
http://feeds.feedburner.com/Inhabitots
http://feeds.feedburner.com/Inhabitots
http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://feeds.feedburner.com/Inhabitots
http://www.bloglines.com/sub/http://feeds.feedburner.com/Inhabitots
http://www.inhabitots.com/how-to-make-homemade-vegan-marshmallows/
http://www.inhabitots.com/diy-cardboard-costumes-that-are-outside-the-box/
http://www.inhabitots.com/diy-cardboard-costumes-that-are-outside-the-box/
http://www.inhabitots.com/diy-cardboard-costumes-that-are-outside-the-box/
http://www.inhabitots.com/diy-cardboard-costumes-that-are-outside-the-box/
http://www.inhabitots.com/how-to-make-no-bake-vegan-and-gluten-free-pumpkin-pie-truffles/
http://www.inhabitots.com/how-to-make-no-bake-vegan-and-gluten-free-pumpkin-pie-truffles/
http://www.inhabitots.com/how-to-make-no-bake-vegan-and-gluten-free-pumpkin-pie-truffles/
http://www.inhabitots.com/how-to-make-no-bake-vegan-and-gluten-free-pumpkin-pie-truffles/
http://www.inhabitots.com/how-to-make-a-decadent-chocolate-cake-thats-made-from-vegetables/
http://www.inhabitots.com/how-to-make-a-decadent-chocolate-cake-thats-made-from-vegetables/
http://www.inhabitots.com/how-to-make-a-decadent-chocolate-cake-thats-made-from-vegetables/
http://www.inhabitots.com/how-to-make-a-decadent-chocolate-cake-thats-made-from-vegetables/
http://www.inhabitots.com/how-to-grow-an-herb-garden-in-eggshell-planters/
http://www.inhabitots.com/how-to-grow-an-herb-garden-in-eggshell-planters/
http://www.inhabitots.com/how-to-grow-an-herb-garden-in-eggshell-planters/
http://www.inhabitots.com/how-to-grow-an-herb-garden-in-eggshell-planters/
http://www.inhabitots.com/7-healthier-and-safe-halloween-treats-for-babies-and-toddlers/
http://www.inhabitots.com/7-healthier-and-safe-halloween-treats-for-babies-and-toddlers/
http://www.inhabitots.com/7-healthier-and-safe-halloween-treats-for-babies-and-toddlers/
http://www.inhabitots.com/7-healthier-and-safe-halloween-treats-for-babies-and-toddlers/
http://www.inhabitots.com/9-diy-halloween-masks-to-make-with-your-kids/
http://www.inhabitots.com/9-diy-halloween-masks-to-make-with-your-kids/
http://www.inhabitots.com/9-diy-halloween-masks-to-make-with-your-kids/
http://www.inhabitots.com/9-diy-halloween-masks-to-make-with-your-kids/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/Inhabitots/;article=this stunning refit of a derelict school building in puerto rico was inspired by the surrounding bamboo forest;kw=bottom;sz=300x250;ord=123456789?
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Inhabitots/97038468025
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/Inhabitots/;article=this stunning refit of a derelict school building in puerto rico was inspired by the surrounding bamboo forest;kw=top;sz=160x600;ord=123456789?
http://www.dailybuzz.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/Inhabitots/;article=this stunning refit of a derelict school building in puerto rico was inspired by the surrounding bamboo forest;kw=bottom;sz=160x600;ord=123456789?
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/Inhabitots/;article=this stunning refit of a derelict school building in puerto rico was inspired by the surrounding bamboo forest;kw=bottom;sz=728x90;ord=123456789?
http://www.inhabitots.com/about/
http://www.inhabitots.com/contact/
http://www.inhabitots.com/advertising/
http://www.internetbrands.com/ibterms/
http://www.internetbrands.com/ib/privacy/enthusiasts?site=www.inhabitots.com

	PRENATAL >
	BABY >
	TODDLER >
	get the free Inhabitots newsletter

	This Stunning Refit of a Derelict School Building in Puerto Rico Was Inspired by the Surrounding Bamboo Forest
	KIDS >
	FURNITURE >
	BEDDING >
	DECOR >
	CLOTHING >
	FEEDING >
	CLEANING >
	follow inhabitots on:

	TRANSPORTATION >
	EDUCATION >
	PLAY >
	TOYS >
	SEARCH CATEGORIES
	Trendig Topics
	RECENT POSTS
	RECOMMENDED READING
	RELATED | Features of Great Green Public Schools + Find a Green School Near You
	RELATED |Designers Breathe New Life into an Old School Library in Los Angeles, Revitalizing an Increasingly Obsolete Space

	RECOMMENDED WATCHING
	RESOURCES
	Related Posts
	Leave a Comment

	NEW USER
	CURRENT USERS LOGIN

